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2000 General Assembly Session
Bill Summary Index by Category

Click on bill number to view bill summary for specific bill.

Alternative Education
Bill Number Subject

HB 53 Teacher-student ratios at detention homes
HB 188 Alternative education
HB 742 Residential charter schools for at-risk students
HB 1468 Compulsory school attendance

Charter Schools
Bill Number Subject

HB 785 Charter schools
SB 4111 Charter schools

Discipline
Bill Number Subject

HB 490 Suspension of driver’s license for truancy
HB 1147 Parental responsibility for student behavior
HB 1229 Assault and battery – actions by school personnel
HB 1361 Report of certain offenses to school authorities

Local School Boards and School Divisions
Bill Number Subject

HB 20 School board salaries
HB 4302 Driver education programs – motorcycle awareness
HB 536 Transfer of scholastic records
HB 635 School boards and appropriating bodies
HB 805 Donations of obsolete hardware and software to students
HB 903 Lottery proceeds nonrecurring costs fund
HB 927 Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Public Education

Consortium
HB 1009 Western Virginia Public Education Consortium
HB 10973 Employee criminal history record checks for Floyd County
HB 1178 Parent education on effects of divorce
HB 1212 Use of school property
HB 1238 Employee criminal history records checks

                                                       
1 Same as HB 785
2 Same as SB 248
3 Same as SB 307
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Local School Boards and School Divisions (continued)
Bill Number Subject

HB 1406 Virginia Gifted Education Pilot Program
HB 1445 Student searches
HB 1499 School records as evidence
HB 1510 Comprehensive Services Act for At-risk Youth and Families
HB 1517 Planning time for teachers
HB 1541 School board policies prohibiting certain activities
SB 15 School board salaries
SB 147 Public school enrollment of homeless pupils
SB 170 Guidelines for the At-risk Four-year-old Preschool Program
SB 209 One minute of silence
SB 2484 Driver education programs – motorcycle awareness
SB 3075 Employee criminal history records checks for Floyd County
SB 499 Admission to public schools for certain students: tuition

charges
SB 589 School resource officers
SB 611 State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At-

risk Youth and Families
SB 675 Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind

Medical
Bill Number Subject

HB 1010 Self-administration of inhaled asthma medications
HB 1391 Exception for administration of drugs to students
HB 14386 Preschool physical examinations conducted by a licensed

nurse practitioner
SB 4377 Preschool physical examinations conducted by a licensed

nurse practitioner
SB 550 Health insurance for children

                                                       
4 Same as HB 430
5 Same as HB 1097
6 Same as SB 437
7 Same as HB 1438
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School Safety
Bill Number Subject

HB 254 Reports of certain acts to law-enforcement and school
authorities

HB 391 Virginia Center for School Safety
HB 464 Possession of weapons on school property
HB 588 Mandatory student drug testing
HB 815 Prohibitions against obscene or profane language
SB 259 Child protective services

Standards of Accreditation/Accountability
Bill Number Subject

HB 203 Standards of Quality – educational technology
HB 489 Standard 3 of the Standards of Quality (accreditation, other

standards, and evaluation)
HB 987 Certain organizations approving accreditation processes
HB 1196 Standard 3 of the Standards of Quality
SB 114 Virginia history requirement in middle and high school
SB 545 Extended School Year Incentive Program
SB 706 Advanced Mathematics and Technology Diploma

Standards of Learning (SOL) and Assessments
Bill Number Subject

HB 6338 Standards of Learning review
HB 8679 Legal action for test security violations
HB 975 Remediation Program regulations
HB 1019 Release of SOL assessments
HB 1020 SOL assessments – Social Studies
HB 1353 Remediation programs
HB 1355 Virginia Innovative Remedial Education Pilot Program
HB 1484 SOL assessments – computerized tests
SB 224 Designation of race or ethnicity by public elementary school

students
SB 318 Timetable for SOL assessments
SB 487 Study of diverse persons’ contributions to society
SB 54810 Legal action for test security violations
SB 60611 Standards of Learning review

                                                       
8 Similar to SB 606
9 Same as SB 548
10 Same as HB 867
11 Similar to HB 633
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Teachers and Licensure
Bill Number Subject

HB 47312 Teacher license by reciprocity
HB 605 Notification of reduction in force for teachers
HB 636 Conflicts of Interests Act
HB 650 Teacher grievance procedures
HB 93613 Teacher in-service training in education technology
HB 140414 Virginia Teacher Scholarship Loan Program
HB 1408 Virginia Teacher Scholarship Loan Program
SB 113 Local licenses for teacher licensure
SB 28915 Teacher license by reciprocity
SB 46016 Teacher in-service training in education technology
SB 630 Virginia Teacher Scholarship Loan Program
SB 652 Virginia Teacher Scholarship Loan Program
SB 737 Virginia Teacher Scholarship Loan Program

                                                       
12 Same as SB 289
13 Same as SB 460
14 Same as HB 1408, SB 630, SB 652, and SB 737
15 Same as HB 473
16 Similar to HB 936
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Department of Education
Summary of the K-12 Public Education Bills - 2000 General Assembly

Alternative Education

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary

HB 53 Crittenden Teacher-Student Ratios at Detention Homes.  Amends § 22.1-209.2 to require
that teacher-staffing ratios for regional or local detention homes be established
using a ratio of one teacher for every 12 beds based on the capacity of the facility.
Exception: If the previous year’s average daily attendance exceeds this bed
capacity, the ratio will be based on the average daily attendance at the facility as
calculated by the Department of Education from the previous school year.

HB 188 Diamonstein Alternative Education.  Amends § 22.1-209.1:2 to clarify that regional alternative
education options be established for elementary, middle, and high school students.
Directs the Department of Education to issue a request for proposals for regional
pilot projects for selected alternative education programs for elementary school
students and award grants by September 1, 2001.   Funding for pilots: $400,000
FY01

HB 742 Rhodes Residential Charter Schools for At-Risk Students.  Amends §§ 22.1-26, 22.1-
212.5, 22.1-212.7, 22.1-212.8, 22.1-212.13 and 22.1-212.14 to authorize the
creation of residential charter schools for at-risk students by a single school
division or by two or more school divisions as a joint or regional school.   Specifies
additional requirements for charter applications for residential charter schools for
at-risk students.

HB 1468 Hamilton Compulsory School Attendance.  Amends § 22.1-254 to provide that a student
who has been granted an alternative education plan and who fails to comply with
the conditions of that plan is in violation of the compulsory school attendance law.
The division superintendent or attendance office of the school division of latest
enrollment must seek the student's immediate compliance.
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Charter Schools

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary

HB 785
SB 411

Harris
Barry

Charter Schools.  Amends §§ 22.1-26 and 22.1-212.5-.15 to require each local
school board to publicize whether it intends to accept charter school
applications no later than December 31, 2000.  Clarifies that school divisions
may authorize the creation of regional charter schools operated by two or more
school boards.  Removes code language limiting the number of charters granted
prior to July 1, 2000 to two charters per school division.
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Discipline

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary

HB 490 Hamilton Suspension of Driver’s License for Truancy.  Amends § 16.1-278.9 to permit a
court to order a child to surrender his driver’s license if the court finds that the child
has failed to comply with school attendance and parent-school conference meeting
requirements.  Permits the issuance of a restricted license upon demonstration of
hardship.

HB 1147 Barlow Parental Responsibility for Student Behavior.  Amends § 22.1-279.3 to allow
the school principal to request a meeting to discuss a child’s conduct with both of
the child’s parents, if both have legal and physical custody of the child.  Permits a
court to order the child, a parent, or both parents to participate in such programs or
treatment as the court deems appropriate, including parent counseling or a
mentoring program, if it is found that a parent has willfully and unreasonably failed
to meet with the student and school officials after a suspension or an expulsion.

HB 1229 McEachin Assault and Battery – Actions by School Personnel.  Amends § 18.2-57 to
define the terms “simple assault” and “assault and battery” in the context of a
teacher performing duties within the scope of his employment.  Clarifies that, for
this purpose, these terms do not include the use of:
• Incidental, minor, or reasonable physical contact or other actions, designed to

maintain order; or
• Reasonable and necessary force:

1. To quell a disturbance or remove a student from the scene of a disturbance
that threatens physical injury to persons or damage to property;

2. To prevent a student from physically harming himself;
3. For self-defense or the defense of others; or
4. To obtain possessions of weapons or other dangerous objects or controlled

substances.

HB 1361 Griffith Report of Certain Offenses to School Authorities.  Amends § 22.1-280.1 to
permit local law-enforcement officers to report to school principals suspected
violations of the Drug Control Act by students enrolled in the school if the act
occurs on a school bus, on school property, or at a school sponsored activity.
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

HB 20 Woodrum School Board Salaries.  Amends § 22.1-32 to increase the salaries of school
board members in the following jurisdictions: Culpeper, from $3500 to $4500;
Prince William, from $8000 to $12000; the City of Manassas, from $2400 to $4800;
the City of Roanoke, from $3000 to $4200; and the City of Suffolk, from $3500 to
$5000.  Provides also that school board salaries for Colonial Heights, Falls Church
and Lynchburg are set at $2400, $3000, and $2400, respectively.

HB 536 Tata Transfer of Scholastic Records.  Amends § 22.1-289 to require local schools
annually to notify parents of students currently in attendance of their rights
under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Acts (FERPA) and
related regulations annually.  Provides that schools that disclose in their
annual notice that they transfer student records to requesting school
divisions are not required to provide a parent or guardian with written notice
of the transfer.

HB 635 Dillard School Boards and Appropriating Bodies.  Amends § 22.1-1 of the Code,
relating to school boards and appropriating bodies.  Provides that references
throughout this title to “governing body” or “local governing body” mean the
governing body of the county, city, or town responsible for appropriating funds for
the locality.

HB 805 Tata Donations of Obsolete Hardware and Software to Students.  Amends §§ 22.1-
129 and 22.1-199.1 to permit school divisions to donate obsolete hardware
and software to public school students as provided in guidelines to be
promulgated by the Board of Education.  Guidelines must include criteria for
determining eligibility and need; a reporting system for the compilation of
information concerning the number and socioeconomic characteristics of
recipients; and notification of parents.
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

HB 903 Diamonstein Lottery Proceeds Nonrecurring Costs Fund.  Amends the Code by adding §
22.1-100.1 to allow the governing body of any locality to authorize the local
treasurer or fiscal officer, by ordinance or resolution, to create a separate escrow
account for the locality for the deposit of that portion of the locality’s appropriation
from the lottery proceeds that are designated, pursuant to Item 139 B 4 of Chapter
935 of the 1999 Acts of Assembly or any other state law, to be used for
nonrecurring costs.  Provides that nonrecurring costs include: school construction,
additions, infrastructure, site acquisition, renovations, technology, and other
expenditures related to modernizing classroom equipment, and debt service
payments on school projects completed during the last 10 years.

HB 927 Pollard Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Public Education Consortium.  Amends the
Code by adding  §§ 22.1-354.1 through 22.1-354.5, which establish this
consortium, composed of the counties of Essex, Gloucester, King and Queen,
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland.
Provides that this consortium will:

• Coordinate with educational institutions and agencies in the state and in the
surrounding areas to develop joint educational initiatives;

• Promote and establish, in conjunction with the Department of Education and
the region’s local school divisions, regional programs to address area
educational concerns;

• Coordinate the development and sharing of programs, educational
techniques, and resources; and

• Provide technical assistance.
Funding: $55,000 FY01

HB 1009 Shuler Western Virginia Public Education Consortium.  Amends the Code by adding
§§ 22.1-354.1 through 22.1-354.5 which establish this consortium composed of the
counties of Allegheny, Bland, Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Montgomery,
Pulaski, Roanoke, and Wythe, and the cities of Covington, Clifton Forge, Radford,
Roanoke, and Salem.   Provides that this consortium will:
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

• Coordinate with entities providing programs and services to member school
divisions to reduce duplication of efforts;

• Conduct ongoing assessments of its members’ needs, and develop plans and
programs in response to those needs;

• Facilitate the coordination of programs affecting K-12 vocational and technical
education, workforce technology, and other linkages;

• Coordinate technology-related activities in areas of common concern, such as
video conferencing and distance learning, and purchase and use of hardware
and software; and

• Create the capacity for development of shared services and activities.
Funding: $50,000 FY01 and 02

HB 1178 Reid Parent Education.  Amends §§ 16.1-278.15 and 20-103 to require the court to
order parents involved in custody and visitation cases to attend educational
seminars on the effects of separation or divorce on children, parenting
responsibilities, options for conflict resolution, and financial responsibility.

HB 1212 Cantor Use of School Property.   Amends § 22.1-131 which authorizes school boards to
permit the use of school property to include buildings, grounds, vehicles, and other
property, as it deems appropriate, as long as such use does not impact the
efficiency of the schools.  Provides that, among other uses, school buildings may
be used as voting places and libraries.

HB 1238 Tata Employee Criminal History Record Checks.  Amends § 22.1-296.2 to mandate
that all school boards require, as a condition of employment, fingerprinting
and descriptive information for criminal history record checks for all who are
offered or accept any employment with the school divisions.  Provides that
employees who are reported as arrested for specified crimes will be required
to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive information
for criminal history records checks.   Allows the school board to pay all or
part of the costs of fingerprinting or the criminal records check or require



Attachment A

info107a.pdf - Attachment A to Information Memo No. 107 11

Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

the applicant or employee to pay for all or a portion of the costs.

HB 1406 Christian Virginia Gifted Education Pilot Program.  Amends Chapter 878 of the Acts of
Assembly of 1998 and extends the expiration date on the provisions of the Virginia
Gifted Education Pilot Program to July 1, 2003.

HB 1445 Hull Student Searches.  Amends § 22.1-277.01:2, effective for the 2001-2002
school year.  Requires that school boards adopt and revise regulations
governing student searches that are consistent with the Board of
Education’s guidelines.     

HB 1499 Devolites School Records as Evidence.  Amends the Code by adding § 8.01-390.1 which
allows a minor’s school records related to attendance, transcripts, or grades to be
introduced into evidence in any matter involving the custody of the minor or the
termination of parental rights.

HB 1510 Morgan Comprehensive Services Act for At-Risk Youth and Families.   Amends §§ 2.1-
51.14, 2.1-746, 2.1-747, 2.1-748, 2.1-752, 2.1-759, 2.1-759.1, and 9-6.25:3 and
adds § 2.1-746.1.  Establishes the Office of Comprehensive Services for At-Risk
Youth and Families, under the Secretary of Health and Human Resources.
Provides that that Office will assume the responsibilities of the state management
team to develop programs and fiscal policies that promote and support
collaboration in the provision of services at the state and local levels to troubled
and at-risk youth and their families.

HB 1517 McEachin Planning Time for Teachers.  Amends § 22.1-291.1 to require local school
boards to seek to ensure that all of its elementary school teachers are
provided at least three hours for planning time during the school week.

HB 1541 O’Brien School Board Policies Regarding Certain Activities.  Amends the Code by adding §
22.1-278.3 which requires school boards to develop and implement, no later than

January 1, 2001, policies ensuring that students are not required to deliver materials
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

that are related to:
• An election;

• A referendum question; or
• An issue considered for vote by the local school board, local governing

body, the General Assembly, or Congress unless the materials are for
information only.

Prohibits the students’ delivery of these materials when they advocate a position.
Requires the Board to monitor the implementation of this act and to report back to
the General Assembly by the beginning of the 2001 session.

SB 15 Chichester School Board Salaries.  Amends § 22.1-32 to increase the maximum salaries of
school board members in Prince William to $12000; and to set salaries for Colonial
Heights, $2400; and Falls Church, $3000.  (This bill is similar to HB 20.)

SB 147 Quayle Public School Enrollment of Homeless Pupils.  Amends §§ 22.1-3, 22.1-4.1,
and 22.1-270.  Addresses issues of enrollment specific to the homeless
population, including provisions associated with medical records and temporary
residence.  Adds a provision that a person is deemed to reside in a school division
when the individual lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence and
has a primary nighttime residence located within the school division that is:
• A public or private shelter;
• An institution; or
• A public or private place that is not meant to be used for regular sleeping.

If a person resides in a primary nighttime residence that is located in more than
one local school division, that individual is deemed to reside within either school
division.  Provides that a school division may accept an alternative address in
any form it deems appropriate when provided with an affidavit indicating
that the individual wishing to enroll the child cannot provide a street
address.  Requires the school division to refer the child to the county or city
health department for the required health examination materials upon
receipt of an affidavit indicating that the person seeking to enroll the child
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

cannot provide the necessary health examination report and records.

SB 170 Puller Guidelines for the At-Risk Four-year-old Preschool Program.  Amends § 22.1-
199.1 to provide that the guidelines for the at-risk four-year-old preschool program
may be differentiated according to the agency delivering the services in order to
comply with various federal or state requirements.  Also requires that the
guidelines for the programs delivered by public schools provide that:
• One teacher shall be employed for each class of nine or less;
• If the average daily membership in any class exceeds nine, but does not

exceed 18, a full-time teacher’s aide must be assigned to the class; and
• The maximum class size must be no more than 18 students.

SB 209 Barry One Minute of Silence.  Amends § 22.1-203 to require each local school board
to establish a daily observance of one minute of silence in each classroom.
Requires the teacher to ensure that all pupils remain seated and silent
during this time.  Provides that the Office of the Attorney General must defend
this law.

SB 248
HB 430

Houck
Reid

Driver Education Programs.  Amends § 22.1-205 to require that driver
education programs include instruction concerning motorcycle awareness.

SB 307
HB 1097

Reynolds
Dudley

Employee Criminal History Records Checks for Floyd County Public
Schools.  Amends § 22.1-296.2 to authorize Floyd County to require
Employee Criminal History Records Checks for Floyd County Public Schools
applicants who are offered or accept employment to submit to fingerprinting
and a criminal history record check through the Central Criminal Records
Exchange.  Also provides that employees who are reported as arrested for
specified crimes will be required to submit to fingerprinting and to provide
personal descriptive information for the purpose of obtaining a criminal
history record check.

SB 499 Whipple Admission to Public Schools for Certain Students: Tuition Charges.  Amends
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Local School Boards and School Divisions

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

§ 22.1-5 to authorize school boards to admit nonresident students and
charge them tuition when they reside outside of state boundaries, but live in
a nearby state or within the District of Columbia, provided the jurisdiction of
residence allows Virginia residents the same privilege.

SB 589 Norment School Resource Officers.  Amends § 9-171.1 to clarify that, in addition to other
responsibilities, school resource officers are employed to enforce school board
rules and codes of student conduct.

SB 611 Wampler State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At-Risk Youth and
Families.  Amends § 2.1-746 to provide that the Governor shall appoint two
elected or appointed local officials to the State Executive Council, one who is a
member of a local governing body and one who is a chief administrative officer of
a local governing body.

SB 675 Hanger Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind. Amends § 22.1-217.01, 22.1-281, 22.1-
346, and 22.1-348.  Changes the names of the Virginia School for the Deaf and
Blind in Hampton and Staunton to the Virginia School for the Deaf, Blind and Multi-
Disabled at Hampton and the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind at Staunton.
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Medical

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

HB 1010 Morgan Self-Administration of Inhaled Asthma Medications.  Adds §§ 8.01-226.5:1 and
22.1-274.2 to the Code.  Directs school boards to develop and implement
policies to permit students who have a diagnosis of asthma to possess and
self-administer inhaled asthma medications, effective July 1, 2000.  Requires
written consent from a parent.  Requires from the appropriate medical
professionals a written notice that must:
• Identify the student;
• State that the student has a diagnosis of asthma and is approved to self-

administer inhaled asthma medications prescribed or approved for the student;
• Specify the name of the medication, dosage, frequency administered, and any

special conditions; and
• Attest to the student’s demonstrated ability to safely self-administer the

medication.
Provides that the permission to self-administer is to be effective for one school
year (365 days) and renewed annually.  Requires that school policies include
provisions for:
1. Development of an individualized health care plan, including emergency

procedures;
2. Consultation with the student’s parents before setting limitations and

before revoking permission to self-administer;
3. Disclosure of student information in compliance with §§ 22.1-287 and

22.1-289 of the Code and the federal Family Education Rights and Privacy
Act of 1974, as amended; and

4. Consistency with Virginia School Health guidelines and the Guidelines for
Specialized Health Care Procedure manuals.

HB 1391 McDonnell Exception for Administration of Drugs to Students.  Amends § 54.1-3408 to
provide an exception from the Drug Control Act for persons who administer drugs
to students in public schools in accordance with a physician’s instructions
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Medical

Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

pertaining to dosage, frequency, and manner of administration.  Requires parental
consent and compliance with school board regulations regarding training,
security, and record keeping.  Provides that training must be completed
through a program approved by the local school board in consultation with
the local department of health.

HB 1438
SB 437

O’Brien
Potts

Preschool Physical Examinations Conducted by a Licensed Nurse
Practitioner.  Amends § 22.1-270 to allow a licensed nurse practitioner to provide
a comprehensive preschool physical examination report when acting under the
supervision of a licensed physician.  Allows the licensed nurse practitioner to
summarize any abnormal physical findings and indicate any conditions that might
identify the child as disabled.  Requires that the physical examination be
completed within the year before the date the child first enters kindergarten or
elementary school.

SB 550 Bolling Health Insurance for Children.  Amend §§ 32.1-351, 32.1-352 and 32.1-353 and
adds §§ 32.1-351.1 and 32.1-351.2 the Code.  Revises and renames the Virginia
Children’s Medical Security Insurance Plan (CMSIP) as the Family Access to
Medical Insurance Security (FAMIS) Plan.  Provides coverage for individuals up to
age 19 when these individuals:
• Have family incomes at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty level;
• Are not eligible for medical assistance services through Title XIX of the Social

Security Act, as amended;
• Are not covered under a group health plan or health insurance as defined

under § 2791 of the Public Health Service Act;
• Have been without health insurance for at least six months or meet the

exceptions set forth in the Virginia Plan for Title XXI of the Social Security Act,
as amended; and

• Meet the requirements of Title XXI of the Social Security Act, as amended, and
the FAMIS Plan.
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School Safety

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary

HB 254 Hamilton Reports of Certain Acts to Law-enforcement and School Authorities.  Amends
§§ 8.01-47 and 22.1-280.1 by adding to those incidents to be reported to the
principal or his designee:
• Any illegal conduct involving firebombs, explosive materials or devices, hoax

explosive devices, or chemical bombs on a school bus, school property, or at a
school-sponsored activity; and

• Bomb threats or false bomb threats made against school personnel or
involving school buses or school property.

Clarifies that the principal must report any of these acts immediately to the
local law-enforcement agency.  Clarifies that the immunity statute for school
employees includes the reporting or investigating of these incidents.

HB 391 Hamilton Virginia Center for School Safety.  Amends the Code by adding § 9-173.21, which
establishes the Virginia Center for School Safety within the Department of Criminal Justice

Services.  Provides that this Center will:
• Provide training for public school personnel;

• Serve as a resource and referral center for Virginia school divisions;
• Maintain and disseminate information on effective school safety initiatives;

• Collect, analyze, and disseminate school safety data;
• Provide technical assistance to local school divisions; and

 Encourage the development of partnerships between public and private sectors
to promote school safety.

HB 464 Tata Possession of Weapons on School Property.  Amends § 22.1-277.01 regarding
the expulsion of students for the possession of firearms on school property.
Defines “school property” as “any real property owned or leased by the school
board or any vehicle owned or leased by the school board or operated by or on
behalf of the school board.”

HB 588 Black Mandatory Student Drug Testing.  Amends § 22.1-277.1 of the Code.  Permits a school
board to require any student who has been found to have been in possession of, or
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School Safety

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary
under the influence of drugs or alcohol, on a school bus, on school property or at a
school-sponsored event, in violation of school board policies, to undergo evaluation
for drug or alcohol abuse, or both. Provides that upon the recommendation of the
evaluator and with the consent of the parents, the school board may require the

student to participate in a treatment program.    

HB 815 Joannou Prohibitions Against Obscene or Profane Language.  Amends the Code by
adding § 22.1-277.02:1 which provides that all school boards must include
prohibitions against profane or obscene language or conduct in their
respective standards of student conduct.

SB 259 Barry Child Protective Services.  Amends § 63.1-248.6 to provide that when an
employee of a public school is suspected of abusing or neglecting a child at
a public school, the local department of social services must request that
the school board participate in a joint investigation of the complaint.
Provides that the Virginia Department of Social Services promulgates emergency
regulations for this process in consultation with the Departments of Education;
Health; Medical Assistance Services; Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and
Substance Abuse Services; Juvenile Justice; and Corrections.
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Standards of Accreditation/ Accountability

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary

HB 203 Plum Standards of Quality – Educational Technology.  Amends §§ 22.1-253.13:1,
22.1-253.13:3, 22.1-253.13:5, and 22.1-253.13:6 to require the Board to ensure
that revised educational objectives include proficiency in the use of computers and
related technology.  Requires local school boards to develop and implement a
program of instruction for grades K-12 to include proficiency in the use of
computers and related technology.

HB 489 Orrock Standard 3 of the Standards of Quality (Accreditation, Other Standards and
Evaluation). Amends § 22.1-253.13:3 as related to Standard 3 of the Standards of
Quality to include a provision that requires the Board to allow students completing
elective classes into which the Standards of Learning (SOL) have been integrated
to take the relevant SOL assessments.  Provides that students would receive,
upon achieving a satisfactory score on the specific SOL test, a verified unit of
credit for the elective course that would satisfy the verified credit requirement for
the appropriate course designated by the Standards of Accreditation.  Would be
applicable to either the Standard or Advanced Studies diploma.

HB 987 Rhodes Certain Organizations Approving Accreditation Processes.  Amends § 22.1-19
to require that the Board determine the process for authorizing the Virginia Council
for Private Education as the accrediting body for private nursery, preschool,
elementary, and secondary schools.

HB 1196 Hargrove Standard 3 of the Standards of Quality.  Amends § 22.1-253.13.3 to require the
Board to establish a procedure that allows qualified students to obtain credit for a
class upon demonstration of mastery of the course content and objectives without
completing the course. Provides that in order to receive the credit the student must
have a recommendation from the school superintendent, and that the student can
earn a verified credit upon taking the relevant SOL assessment and receiving a
passing score.
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Standards of Accreditation/ Accountability

Bill Number Patron Bill Summary
SB 114 Potts Virginia History Requirement in Middle and High School.  Amends §§ 22.1-

201, 22.1-253.13:1 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code.  Requires emphasis on the
relationship between various documents and Virginia history to enhance the
understanding of Virginia’s role in history and to increase students’ knowledge of a
citizen’s rights and responsibilities.  Provides that the requirements for a Standard
or Advanced Studies diploma shall include one credit in United States and Virginia
history.

SB 545 Marye Extended School Year Incentive Program.  Adds § 22.1-98.1 to the Code, which
establishes the Extended School Year Incentive Program.  Provides that grants
would be awarded to local school divisions for operation of schools beyond the
180-day school year required by the Standards of Accreditation.  Prohibits
awarding of these grants to support summer school initiatives.
Funding: $400,000 FY01

SB 706 Couric Advanced Mathematics and Technology Diploma Seal.  Amends § 22.1-
253.13:3 relating to Standard 3 of the Standards of Quality.  Requires the Board of
Education to establish criteria for an Advanced Mathematics and Technology
Diploma Seal for the Standard and Advanced Studies diplomas.
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Bill
Number

Patron Bill Summary

HB 633
SB 606

Darner
Saslow

Standards of Learning (SOL).  Amends § 22.1-253.13:1 to require the Board to
establish, by October 1, 2000, a regular schedule for the review and revision of the
SOL in all subject areas.  Provides that the review must occur at least every seven
years, but the Board may conduct this review and revision on a more frequent
basis.  (These bills are similar.)

HB 975 Van Yahres Remediation Program Regulations.  Amends § 22.1-199.2 to require the Board
to establish in regulations a formula for determining funding levels necessary to
assist school divisions with student transportation necessary to attend remediation
programs.  Requires local school divisions to report to the Board the number
of students who successfully complete the objectives of remedial programs
that they attended due to their performance on the Standards of Learning
tests.   

HB 1019 Dillard Release of SOL Assessments.  Amends §§ 22.1-253.13:1 and 22.1-253.13:3 of
the Code.  Directs the Board to make public the SOL assessments in a timely
manner and as soon as possible following the administration of these tests, so long
as this release does not compromise test security or deplete the bank of
assessment questions necessary to construct subsequent tests.  Provides that no
test or examination authorized by this section, including the SOL, shall be released
if the Board determines the release would breach test security or deplete questions.

HB1020 Dillard Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments - Social Studies.  Amends § 22.1-
253.13:1 to require the Board, in prescribing the SOL tests, to provide local school
divisions the options of administering separate the tests for United States History to
1877, United States History 1877 to the Present, and Civics and Economics.
Funding: $400,000 FY02
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HB 1353 Van Yahres Remediation Programs.  Amends § 22.1-253.13:1 to clarify that any student who
does not pass the literacy tests or any of the Standards of Learning assessments in
grades three, five, or eight must be required to attend a summer school program or
to participate in another form of remediation.  Provides that any student who
passes one or more, but not all, of the SOL assessments in these grades may be
required to attend a remediation program.

HB 1355 Van Yahres Virginia Innovative Remedial Education Pilot Program.  Amends § 22.1-209.1:4
to extend the time frame for this program.  Provides that the first grants must be
awarded by January 1, 2001.  Provides that this section of the Code will be
repealed on June 30, 2002, unless it is funded in the Appropriations Act of 2001 or
2002 and signed into law by the Governor.

HB 1484 Rhodes Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments.  Amends § 22.1-253.13:3 to permit
the Board to provide, through vendors, web-based computerized tests for the
evaluation of student progress during and after remediation and assessments and
to develop a remediation item test bank related to the SOL.  Will not become
effective unless funded in the 2000 Appropriation Act.

SB 224 Miller Designation of Race or Ethnicity by Public Elementary School Students.
Amends the Code by adding § 22.1-4.2.  Prohibits school board employees
administering tests or other assessment instruments from requiring any
public elementary school students to disclose their race or ethnicity on any
such tests.  Does not prevent relevant school division personnel from
obtaining such information from the students’ permanent record and placing
it on the test or assessment instrument.

SB 318 Reynolds Standards of Learning  (SOL) Assessments.  Amends § 22.1-253.13:1 to require
the Board, in consultation with the chairpersons of the eight regional
superintendents’ study groups, to establish a timetable for administering the SOL
assessments to ensure genuine end-of-course and end-of-grade testing.
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SB 487 Lambert Study of Diverse Persons’ Contributions to Society.  Amends § 22.1-253.13.1
to require the Board to supplement the Standards of Learning for history/social
studies to ensure the study of contributions to society of diverse people, including
consideration of disability, ethnicity, race, and gender.

SB 548
HB 867

Newman
Tata

Legal Action for Test Security Violations. Amends the Code by adding §§ 22.1-
19.1 and 22.1-292.1 to authorize the Board to suspend or to revoke the teaching or
administrative license of any person who knowingly and willfully compromises the
security of mandatory tests administered to students as required by the Board,
such as the Standards of Learning.  Provides for injunctive relief or a civil penalty of
up to $1,000; however, a person whose license has been suspended or revoked
would not also be charged with a civil penalty for the same violation.
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HB 605 McQuigg Notification of Reduction in Force for Teachers.  Amends § 22.1-304 to provide
that the school board of a county having the county executive form of
government that is adjacent to a county having the urban county executive
form of government (Prince William) is to notify teachers who may be subject
to a reduction in force due to a decrease in the school board’s budget by May
15 of each year.

HB 636 Dillard Conflicts of Interests Act.  Amends § 2.1-639.14.  Provides that the following
persons must file a disclosure statement of their personal interests and other
information if required by school board policy or local ordinance:

• Persons employed by a governing body or school board, as a condition of
accepting the employment; and

• Persons appointed by a governing body or school board to hold a
position of trust, as a condition of assuming the office.

HB 650 McDonnell Teacher Grievance Procedures.  Amends § 22.1-312 to change membership
criteria for fact-finding panels for teacher grievances.  Provides that panel
members may not be parties to, or witnesses to, the matter being grieved;
nor may any panel member conduct an independent investigation of the
matter.

HB 1404
HB 1408
SB 630
SB 652
SB 737

Christian
Crittenden
Miller
Marsh
Couric

Virginia Teaching Scholarship Loan Program.  Amends §§ 22.1-212.2:1 and
23.38.10:1 to expand the Virginia Teaching Scholarship Loan Program to increase
the number of teachers in critical disciplines with teacher shortages, including
special education.  Requires scholarship recipients to agree to teach in Virginia
public schools in a critical teaching shortage discipline or, regardless of discipline,
in a school with a high concentration of students eligible for free or reduced lunch,
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or in one of the state’s rural or urban regions that is experiencing a teacher
shortage. Directs the Board to establish through regulation the criteria for
determining critical teacher shortage disciplines, including teacher shortages in
rural and urban regions.  Changes the name of the Diversity in Teaching Program
to the Diversity in Teaching Initiative.

SB 113 Potts Local Licenses for Teacher Licensure.  Amends §§ 22.1-298, 22.1-299 and
22.1-303. Establishes a mechanism for local school boards to issue three-
year local teacher licenses that:
• Would be valid only within the issuing school division;
• Would not entitle the holder to continuing contract status;
• Could be conditioned upon the completion of additional training;
• Would be non-renewable; and
• Could not be issued to an applicant eligible for a collegiate professional or

postgraduate professional license.
Requires Board of Education to develop standards for training to support local
issuance of these licenses which include but are not limited to curriculum and
instruction.  Permits Board to revoke and reinstate a local school board’s authority
to issue these licenses.  

SB 289
HB 473

Puller
Amundson

Teacher Licensure by Reciprocity.  Amends § 22.1-298 of the Code.  Directs the
Board to provide for licensure by reciprocity for individuals holding a valid out-of-
state teaching license and national certification from the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) or a nationally recognized certification
program approved by the Board.

SB 460
HB 936

Houck
Plum

Teacher In-service Training in Education Technology.  Amends § 23-9.13:1 to
require the State Council of Higher Education to expand its in-service training in the
effective use of educational technology provided to teachers, administrators, and
librarians and to provide the same training to similar personnel in adult education
and literacy programs.  (These bills are similar.)


